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Personal, Social &
Emotional Development
Self-confidence & Self-awareness: Managing Feelings & 
Behaviour: Making Relationships: 

Our topic for March is going to be based around the 
collection of Peter Rabbit stories written by Beatrix 
Potter as well as the Appletree Farm Stories by Usborn 
Books. As always please remember to check out our blog 
for in depth details of our plans, which we will upload 
e a c h w e e k e n d f o r t h e w e e k a h e a d . 
www.wordpress.graftonchildcare.com if you have not 
signed up for our blog yet drop Denise a quick email and 
she will send you an invite. 

During this week the children will be enjoying, recalling 
and acting out our collection of Peter Rabbit Stories 
during our Circle Time sessions. Most of the Peter 
Rabbit Stories have a hidden message often linked to 
various aspects of Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development and we will be exploring 
these using our Hand Puppets, Musical Instruments 
and Role-play to bring them to life. 

We will be creating some little Rabbits using marble 
painting to start off our Spring Display. Those 
children who would like to may also create a Mother’s 
Day Card, and bake some cookies, so check those bags! 

Snow 
Update 

W e  w o u l d  
like to thank 
all of our 
staff who 
made a super 
human effort 
to keep Grafton Childcare 
open and running as normal 
dur ing  a l l  of  the snow, 
although it was certainly 
quieter on the Friday as we 
ended up with just three kids! 
We believe Grafton Childcare 
may have been the only 
Nursery in Teignbridge to 
remain open, those children 
who did manage to make it in 
had an amazing time enjoying 
the snow.  
For those who decided to stay 
at home and build their own 
Snowmen it would be lovely to 
see photos of your creations, 
perhaps your mummies and 
daddies could send in a photo 
for us to enjoy at circle time! 
Please note full fees are still 
payable if you chose to keep 
your child home as Grafton 
Childcare remained staffed 
and open. 

Grafton Childcare 
Peter Rabbit & Friends - Monday 5th March - Thursday 29th March 2018

l d  

effort 

     /   
  Email: Denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk

     Devon, TQ1      

http://www.wordpress.graftonchildcare.com
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Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 
Self-confidence & Self-awareness: Managing Feelings & 
Behaviour: Making Relationships: 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development here at 
Grafton Childcare involves our helping the children to 
develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to 
form positive relationships and develop respect for 
others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage 
their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in 
groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
These skills will also develop their ‘School Readiness’.  
Self-confidence and Self-awareness: We shall be 
supporting the children so they are able to gain the 
confidence to try new activities, and say why they like 
some activities more than others. During our regular 
‘Circle Time’ sessions we support their developing 
confidence to speak in familiar groups, to talk about 
their ideas, and give them the confidence to choose the 
resources they need for their chosen activities. But 
most importantly we give them the confidence to let us 
know when they do or don’t need help. This week we will 
be using our numerous Orchard Toys games and puzzles 
as well as our ‘Mrs Tiggy-Winkle Cottage’ role-play 
opportunities to support these skills. 
Managing Feelings and Behaviour: We will be using the 
set of Beatrix Potter Peter Rabbit stories and the 
Usborn Books ‘Appletree Farm’ series to encourage the 
children to talk about how they and others show 
feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, 
and its consequences, and know that sometimes some 
behaviour is unacceptable.  
During their time at Grafton Childcare the children are 
provided with many opportunities to work as part of a 
small group, and learn to understand and follow rules. 
Over time they will learn to adjust their behaviour to 
different situations, and take changes of routine in 
their stride. For example learning to take turns with 
some of our pieces of equipment and toys and learning 
that they need to treat some equipment gently. e.g. 
This week the children will be using our CD Player to 
listen to some of our Peter Rabbit stories helping to 
develope good listening and turn taking skills. 

5th March  - 9th March 2018 

Phonics Pots - 

Peter Rabbit & Friends 

5th March - ’D’ for Duck
inspired by Jemima Puddle Duck 

12th March - ‘T’ for Tiggy-Winkle
inspired by The Tale of Mrs Tiggy-Winkle 

19th March - ‘N’ for Nut
inspired by The Story of Squirrel Nutkin 

26th March - ‘K’ for Kitten
inspired by inspired by The Tale of Tom Kitten

Please remember that all 
items must fit inside your 
child’s Phonics Pot with the 
lid on, so we do not loose 
any of your items at Grafton. 

Making Relationships 

Making relationships is a vital 
part of the children’s Personal, 
S o c i a l a n  d E m o t i o n a l 
Development. Learning how to 
play cooperatively and taking 
turns with others is vital. They 
will over time learn to take 
account of one another’s ideas 
about how to organise their 
activities. They will develop the 
skills needed to show sensitivity 
to others’ needs and feelings, and 
form positive relationships with 
the staff and other children here 
at Grafton Childcare. 

We will be scaffolding this 
learning by developing the use of 
role-play opportunities in the 
Kid’s Shed and adding props such 
as our Wooden Ironing Board, 
Wooden Irons, Pegs  a n d  a  
Laundry Basket to really bring 
Mrs Tiggy-Winkle’s Cottage to 
life.
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Literacy Development 
Reading & Writing:

Literacy Development here at Grafton involves 
encouraging our children to link sounds and letters 
and to begin to read and write. We use a combination 
of the DofE’s Phases 1 and 2 ‘Letters and Sounds’ as 
well as the ‘Jolly Phonics’ systems. Both of which are 
used by most of the Primary schools into which our 
children feed. Our children are provided with access 
to a very wide range of reading materials such as 
books and poems, to ignite their interest, including 

our 200 Going Home Book Bags.  
Letters and Sounds: Phase 1 falls largely within 

the Communication and Language and Literacy areas 
of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS). In particular, it supports linking sounds and 
letters in the order in which they occur in words, and 
naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. It 
also draws on and promotes other areas of learning 
described in the (EYFS), particularly Personal, Social 
and Emot iona l Deve lopment and Creat i ve 
Development, where, for example, music plays a key 
part in developing children’s language.  
We carry out lots of short focused activities with 
our 2, 3 and 4 year olds which are mainly adult-led 
with the intention of teaching the important basic 
elements of the Letters and Sounds programme such 
as oral segmenting and blending of familiar words. 
However, we will also draw upon many of the child led 
activities that are provided here at Grafton. With 
the aim to embed the Phase 1 adult-led activities in a 
language-rich provision that serves the best 
interests of the children by fully recognising their 
propensity for play based learning and its importance 
in their development. It follows that Grafton’s high 
quality play activities offer lots of opportunities to 
enrich the children’s language across the (EYFS) and 
that staff need to be alert to the opportunities 
afforded for language development through the 
c h i l d r e n ’ s p l a y b a s e d l e a r n i n g . 

12th - 16th March 2018 

Thank You 

We would like to thank all of 
those parents who kindly sent 
back their child’s ‘Baking Boxes’ 
so that they could be used a 
second time, many of them were 
reused last week when the 
ch i l d ren t ook home the i r 
Mother’s Day Baking.  
We would also like to thank 
Annabel le who very k indly 
donated a packet of giant 
pavement chalks and Emily who 
donated some Crafty bits and 
bobs, your donations are 
always very welcome, thank 
you. 
Reading 

So not surprisingly as our 
developmental focus this week is 
on Literacy we will be enjoying 
lots of opportunities to read 
some of our Peter Rabbit stories. 
We will also be developing the 
children’s listening skills and 
encouraging those who are 
interested to listen to some of 
our audio versions of the books 
and enjoying the repetitive 
rhymes in our series ‘Appletree 
Farm’ Stories by Usborn Books 
and introducing our instruments 
during Rhyme Time. 
Writing 

Which is the second aspect of the 
Literacy developmental area 
includes lots of opportunities for 
the children to take part in mark 
making with our large chunky animal 
stencils and water painting both 
outside.  
We will be noticing and encouraging 
the marks children make and the 
meanings that they give to them, 
such as when a child uses our 
rollers, brushes and chalk to mark 
make. As well as talking to the 
children about the letters that 
represent the sounds they hear at 
the beginning of their own names 
and other familiar words and 
demonstrating writing so that 
children can see spelling in action. 

     /   
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Mathematics Development 
Numbers; Shape, Space and Measure:

Mathematics Development here at Grafton involves 
giving the children numerous opportunities to develop 
and improve their skills in counting, understanding 
and using numbers, calculating simple addition and 
subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, 
spaces, and measures.  
Numbers: To support the development of this aspect 
of mathematics we will provide opportunities and 
activities both adult and child led where the children 
can develop their counting skills with numbers from 1 
to 30 and higher for the more able.  
So this week we will be using some of our Orchard 
Toys games and puzzles to link in with our Peter 
Rabbit and Friends Theme. The children will also be 
using our Number Tiles to explore number. We will 
be supporting the children to place them in preset 
orders and expressing which number is one more or 
one less than a given number. By using quantities and 
objects, they will begin to develop the skills to add 
and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on 
or back to find the answers they are looking for.  
To further support activities like this, we shall be 
introducing our balls and beanbags as one of our 
Sports Relief activities to help develop early 
numeracy skills such as counting, sorting, patterning 
as well as problem solving skills, including doubling, 
halving and quartering, whilst they attempt to throw 
their balls and beanbags into a row of buckets. 
Sports Relief Bake-a-thon 
We shall be baking batches of Bunny Biscuits and 
Cute Cakes in aid of this weeks Sports Relief 
shenanigans. We shall of course be mischievously 
selling the children’s efforts right back to their 
parents to raise funds for this years Sports 
Relief campaign. We will be asking for a small 
donation of just £2 per box of goodies and hope 
that as many as possible will feel able to support 
this very worthwhile cause. If you would like your 
child to take part simply pop £2 into your child’s 
Daily Diary or Communication Booklet Folder and we 
will add them to our Bake-a-thon list. 

19th March - 23rd March 2018 

Please Ask Granny 

D o e s  G r  a n  n  y  h a v e  a n  
o l d  Handheld Rotary Whisk 
knocking about at the back of 
a kitchen cupboard that she no 
longer uses, if so would she 
mind donating it to Grafton? 
We need four or five of them for 
some activities which Gary has 
planned with the children using 
our bubbles! Any donations 
w o u l d  b e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l l y  
received, thank you. 

Shape, Space & 
Measure 

T h i s w e e k w e s h a l l b e 
demonstrating and encouraging 
the children to use everyday 
language to talk about size, 
weight , capac ity , pos it ion , 
distance, time and money to 
compare quantities and objects 
and to solve problems sneakily 
linked to our Peter Rabbit & 
Friends Topic . We wi l l be 
encouraging the children to 
recognise, create and describe 
patterns as they play with our 
sets of Wooden Farm Animals. 
Gary wil l be providing the 
children with opportunities to 
explore the characteristics of 
everyday objects and shapes and 
use mathematical language to 
descr ibe them dur ing our 
outdoors activities with our giant 
wooden blocks. This week he has 
planned some fun where the 
children will be counting how 
many Bunny Hops they can 
do outside. Please keep 
your eyes peeled to our 
weekly blogs where we 
w i l l be shar ing our 
photos of the children 
really hopping to these 
activities!

       TQ1      e@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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Understanding the World Development 

People & Communities; The World; Technology:

Understanding the World here  at  Grafton  involves  
guiding the children to make sense of their physical 
world and their community through 
providing opportunities for them to explore,  
observe and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment 
People & Communities: We will be supporting the 
children to talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family members. 
Encouraging them to develop their empathy to 
understand that other children don’t always enjoy 
the same things and that they need to be sensitive 
to this. For example the Tale of Samuel Whiskers 
is a great story for supporting the children to 
gain an understanding of the need for sensitivity. 
We will be supporting their knowledge about 
similarities and differences between themselves 
and others, and among families, communities and 
traditions by using our monthly topics  as  well  as  
the  information  which  the children and parents 
share with us via their, “My Favourite Things” pages 
to do so. Have you completed your child’s page for 
February or March yet? It is not to late if you 
have forgotten and your child’s Key Worker will find 
the information really useful. kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 
The world: The  children  will  be  learning  
about  similarities and differences in relation to 
places, objects, materials and living things. We 
will be talking about the features of their own 
immediate environment and how environments might 
vary from one another, we can link this to our 
current topics and the children’s interests to help 
to embed their understanding. For example by 
using the Appletree Farm Stories we can directly 
link to this weeks trip to the Totnes Rare 
Breeds Farm We will be constantly encouraging 
the children to observe their surroundings, animals 
and plants and explain why some things occur, and 
talk about changes using their interests and 
fascinations to develop and broaden their 
knowledge base. 

26th March 29th March 2018 

Trip to Totnes Rare 
Breeds Farm 
29th March 

On Thursday 29th 
March our last day 
of this Spring term, 
we plan a whole Nursery 
Trip to the  Totnes Rare Breeds 
Farm. We will travel by Train 
from Newton Abbot directly to 
Totnes Station where we will 
disembark for a very short walk 
to the Totnes Rare Breeds Farm. 
We plan to spend the whole day 
and hope to arrive back at 
Grafton Childcare at around 5pm. 
Travel times will be confirmed 
asap, when we will send out 
specific permission slips for 
those who are contracted to 
attend on Thursdays. This trip 
will provide a wonderful end to 
our Peter  Rabbit & Friends topic 
as well as a great beginning to 
our next topic Thomas the Tank 
Eng i ne and Fr iends wh ich 
commences when we return after 

Grafton’s Easter break on 
Monday 9th April 2018. 

Technology 

Our children will be learning 
to recognise that a range of 
technology is used in their 
homes as well as at nursery. 
They will be supported to 
select and use technology for 
particular purposes here at 
Grafton. For example this 
week they will be using our 
various technology toys 
to support our current  
Peter Rabbit and Friends 
topic. 

..      /  
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
Sir David Attenborough’s series Blue Planet, was 
watched by millions across the globe and proved very 
thought provoking for us here at Grafton Childcare. 

So much so that we have taken the decision to make 
some changes here to cut down on the number of 

one use plastic and paper products we use. Last 
month we told you how we had swopped from using 
plastic milk bottles to glass ones delivered by our local 

milk man Steve. 
In February we have managed to track down some great 
Traditional Brown Paper Bags and some  Recycled Card 
Boxes. Both are made from renewable, sustainable 
resources which we are using to send home cookies, 
biscuits and cakes when the children have been baking. 
These have replaced the plastic bags and takeaway 
boxes we were using previously. 
We know that everybody’s energy costs seem to be 
rising our supplier informed us that our costs would be 
rising by 2.5%, ouch. If you have not come across the 
Money Saving Expert’s website we can highly 
recommend it as it has a wealth of impartial money 

saving advice. They have a great gizmo were you can 
find a better deal for your fuel costs, it’s worth a 
look, and believe me you have nothing to loose. 
Grafton has now swopped to a new 100% Renewable 
Energy Supplier ‘Bulb’ who are £2 a month cheaper 
than our previous supplier and 100% Green, how cool 
is that! 
At Bulb they keep things simple with one tariff for 

electricity and gas, and it's the lowest offered by any 
100% renewable electricity company in the UK. Come 
to think of it, it's lower than most non-renewable 
providers too. Bulb supplies 100% renewable electricity 
and 10% green gas. When you switch to Bulb, they 
make sure that for every unit of electricity you use, 
a unit is produced and put on the grid by a pollution 
free renewable source like Llyn Brenig Hydro in North 
Wales. In addition, 10% of their gas comes from 
biomethane. That’s gas produced from organic matter 
like sewage and manure - which is then reinjected onto 
the grid, minus the smell, cool eh! If you swop to Bulb 
and use Denise’s signup page you can get a £50 Bulb 
credit.kkkkkkkkbulb.co.uk/refer/denise5374 
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/cheapenergyclub 

Oops you have forgotten! 

We have introduced some 
new A5 quick reminder 
sheets to pass onto parents 
when they forget their 
child’s Daily Diary or 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Booklet. Or forget 
to restock their 
child’s Nursery Bag 
o n c e w e h a v e
requested previously
t h a t b a g s a r e
r e s t o c k e d a n d
p a r e n t s h a v e 
forgotten to do so. 
E.g. Clothing and nappies.

Calpol Paracetamol 
Suspension Sachets: 

Do you need some sachets of 
C a l p o l P a r a c e t a m o l 
Suspension we have 5 boxes 
of 12 sachets  which 
expire in July 2019 
t o p a s s o n t o 
parents at their 
cost price of £2.50 
per box 

Early Years 
Funding & Fees 
Newsletter: 

We hope that all our parents 
have taken the time to fully 
read and digest our separate 
Early Years Funding and 
Fees  Newsletter which we 
sent went home in January. 
Remember our inclusive 
hourly fee will be increasing 
to £4.75 per hour from the 
1st April and will be fixed 
until 31st March 2019.  

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/david-attenborough
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Grafton Childcare’s Short Term Topics & Themes  
Spring & Summer Term (3) 

Peter Rabbit

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 Totnes Rare Breeds Farm Good Friday
Fri. 30th March - Fri. 6th April Grafton is closed for Easter and reopens on Monday 9th April, but not until the 16th April 

for our handful of Term-time only Funded Children.

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20

23 24 25 26 27

30 1 May 2 3 4

Royal Celebrations

7 Bank Holiday 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18 Garden Party

21 22 23 24 25
Mon. 28th May - Fri. 1st June is Half-term for our handful of Term-time only Funded Children

28 Bank Holiday 29 30 31 1 June

The Tiger Who Came to Tea

4 5 6 7 8

11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29

Pirate and Mermaids

2 July 3 4 5 6

9 10 11 12 13




