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Pirates and Mermaids - Monday 2nd July - Friday 24th August 2018
Thank You

Pirates & Mermaids

As always we are very
grateful for bits and bobs
which our parents pass onto
us to make use of here at
Grafton Childcare. In no
particular order we would like
to thank Ella, Emily, Felicity,
Henry, Lena, Maddie, Maggie,
Phoebe, Rebecca, Shannon &
Theo for the following much
appreciated items:- Small
Wicker Baskets, Feathers,
Dolly Pegs, Ribbons, Pebbles,
Keys, Strong Cardboard
Tubes (more needed for
Telescopes), Bread & Carrier
Bags (more are always needed
please), Coconuts and Fresh
Cherries, Dried Lavender,
Tissue Paper, Corks
Buttons & last but by no
means least some
beautiful Shells.

Our topic for the next eight weeks is going to be based
around many of the children’s current interests and
fascination with anything to do with Pirates and
Mermaids as well as some brilliant books, including
these:The Pirate Cruncher, The Pirates Next Door and The
Pirates of Scurvy Sands, all written by the award
winning land lubber Jonny Duddle from Wales.
As well as Pirates Love Underpants, Pirates in the
Supermarket, The Singing Mermaid, The Little Mermaid
and The Fairytale Hairdresser and the Little Mermaid
We also have a Pirate Collection of 4 Books from The
Book People which are argh-some. From Pirate Pete and
his smelly feet to a clowder of cats setting sail on the
seven seas, they're lively, entertaining and full of
vibrant artwork.
We have been very busy behind the scenes and
converted the Kids Shed into our ships Galley
ready to encourage lots of open-ended roleplay amongst the children and have been
giving our front gardens a bit of a revamp
to make room for our ‘Treasure Chest’! As
always please remember to check out our
blog for in depth details of our plans, which we
will upload each Sunday or Monday for the week
ahead. www.wordpress.graftonchildcare.com
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Disposable Nappies
We would like to thank all our
parents who use disposable
nappies for their support in our
decision to send home their
child’s disposable nappies after
our waste disposal costs shot up
by an eye watering 93%.
We will of course still be suppling
Grafton’s own environmental
friendly washable nappies for all
those parents who have opted to
use our washable nappies during
their child’s day at no extra
costs for our 0 - 2 year olds.
We shall have some available for
parents to take a look at during
our ‘Stay, Play and Chat’ on
Sunday 7th July between 10 am 12 noon if you are considering
swopping to our washables.

Shape, Space &
Measure
This week we shall be
demonstrating and encouraging
the children to use everyday
language to talk about size,
weight, capacity, position,
distance, time and money to
compare quantities and objects
and to solve problems sneakily
linked to our Pirates and
Mermaids Topic. We will be
encouraging the children to
recognise, create and describe
patterns as they play with our
set of Duplo Pirates.
Gary will be providing the
children with opportunities to
explore the characteristics of
everyday objects and shapes and
use mathematical language to
describe them during our
outdoors activities with our giant
wooden blocks complete with
Ships Wheel, Telescope, not
forgetting the infamous ‘Plank’
and our Water Cascade in the
front gardens.

Mathematics Development
Numbers; Shape, Space and Measure:

Mathematics Development here at Grafton involves
giving the children numerous opportunities to develop
and improve their skills in counting, understanding
and using numbers, calculating simple addition and
subtraction problems; and to describe shapes,
spaces, and measures.
Numbers: To support the development of this aspect
of mathematics we will provide opportunities and
activities both adult and child led where the children
can develop their counting skills with numbers from 1
to 30 and higher for the more able.
So this week we will be using some of our Orchard
Toys games and puzzles, such as Walk the Plank,
Pirate Race Game, Pirate Shapes and Pirate Snakes
and Ladders and Ludo to link in with our Pirates and
Mermaids Topic. The children will also be using our
Number Tiles to explore number. We will be
supporting the children to place them in preset
orders and expressing which number is one more or
one less than a given number. By using quantities and
objects, they will begin to develop the skills to add
and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on
or back to find the answers they are looking for.
To further support activities like this, we shall be
introducing our Threading Beads and Shapes as well
as our Tweezers and Sugar Tongs to help develop
early numeracy skills such as counting, sorting their
‘treasure’, patterning as well as problem solving skills,
including doubling, halving and quartering, whilst they
attempt to tread the beads and shapes onto their
shoelaces and sequence their ‘treasure’ into rows.
The Curiosity Approach
As part of our introduction to The Curiosity
Approach

, the children will be introduced to some

real artefacts to help bring our role-play areas to life
as we are moving away from ‘Plastic Fantastic’ here at
Grafton Childcare e.g. We have some small treasure
chests filled with costume jewellery, beads
baubles and coins, which the children will be able
to explore and use to support their role-play.

Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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The Key Ingredients to….
The Curiosity Approach
”So, what is The Curiosity
Approach? It is about more
than just beautiful play spaces
- it’s an inspirational modernday approach to early childhood
which takes inspiration from
Reggio, Steiner, Te Whariki and
a sprinkle of Montessori,
underpinned by the EYFA.
It’s a beautiful recipe of
wonderful ingredients, carefully
mixed together with
experiences, passion and a love
of early childhood.
It’s baked together in a mindful
oven of loveliness that needs
thoughtful practitioners and
professionals to be mentally
present, thankful and forever
curious about their careers
with your children. This is a
modern-day approach that fits
perfectly in current changing
technological times - bringing
curiosity, awe and wonder into
early childhood and creating
the ‘thinkers and doers’ of the
future.” *please see below!
Technology
Our children will be learning to
recognise that a range of
technology is used in their
homes as well as at nursery.
They will be supported to
select and use technology for
particular purposes here at
Grafton. For example this week
they will be using our various
technology toys to support our
current Pirates and Mermaids
topic.
We will be adding our
Technology Toys to our Kids
Shed which has been converted
into a Ship’s Galley Kitchen, so
that the children can use our
authentic Telephones, Cameras
and Telescopes to enhance
their role-play.

Understanding the World Development
People & Communities; The World; Technology:
Understanding the World here at Grafton involves
guiding the children to make sense of their physical
world and their community through providing
opportunities for them to explore, observe and find out
about people, places, technology and the environment
People & Communities: We will be supporting the
children to talk about past and present events in their
own lives and in the lives of family members.
Encouraging them to develop their empathy to
understand that other children don’t always enjoy the
same things and that they need to be sensitive to this.
For example, ‘The Pirates of Scurvy Sands’ is a great
story for dealing with issues around learning to share
our toys and friends and that we don’t all have to look
the same and like the same things to be friends with
each other.
We will be supporting their knowledge about
similarities and differences between themselves and
others, and among families, communities and traditions
by using our monthly topics as well as the information
which the children and parents share with us via their,
“My Favourite Things” pages to do so. Have you
completed your child’s page for June or July yet? It is
not to late if you have forgotten and your child’s Key
Worker will always find the information really useful.
The world: the children will be learning about
similarities and differences in relation to places,
objects, materials and living things. We will be talking
about the features of their own immediate environment
and how environments might vary from one another, we
can link this to our current topics and the children’s
interests to help to embed their understanding. For
example by using our books, ‘The Singing Mermaid’ and
’Port Side Pirates’ we can link this to our up and coming
trip to Teignmouth on the 1st August. When we have
planned our Summer Term Trip to Teignmouth with all
of the children, we will advice parents of all the finer
details nearer the time. If your child does not normally
attend Grafton Childcare on a Wednesday perhaps you
might like to meet us at The Den Play Park at around
10.30 am, where we plan to meet up with anybody who
may like to join us.
us.lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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16th July - 20th July 2018

Phonics Pots

Expressive Arts & Design

Pirates & Mermaids

Development

2nd July - ’A’ for Anchor
inspired by all the Anchor on our Pirate Ship

9th July - ‘F’ for Flagons of Ale
inspired by Ale drank by our pesky pirates

16th July - ‘L’ for Lifebuoy

inspired by!the Lifebuoy thrown when a pirate is,
“man overboard”

23rd July - ‘Q’ for Queen

inspired by Grace O’Malley an Irish Pirate
Pardoned by the Queen Elizabeth 1st in 1593!

30th July - ’V’ for Vikings

inspired by the Vikings, seafaring pirates

6th August - ‘B’ for Barnacles
inspired by Barnacles found on Pirates Ships

13th August - ‘H’ for the Helm
inspired by the Helm of our Pirate Ship

20th August - ‘M’ for Mermaid
inspired by The Singing Mermaid

Please remember that all
items must fit inside your
child’s Phonics Pot with the lid
on, so we do not loose any of
your items at Nursery, thank
you.

Sun Cream
Fingers crossed that the
warmer sunny weather
continues for a few more
weeks.
Can we please remind all
parents that you are
responsible for applying sun
cream to your child before
you drop them off for their
first session.
Only if your child attends for
longer than 5 hours will we
apply a second application of
Sun Cream after 1.00 pm, if
we feel a second application
may be required. We will use
the cream supplied by
yourself unless you have
indicated that you are happy
for Grafton Childcare to use
our own Nivea 50 factor sun
cream.

Exploring and Using Media and Materials;
Being Imaginative:

Expressive arts and design here at Grafton involves
enabling children to explore and play with a wide
range of media and materials, as well as providing
lots of opportunities and encouragement for them to
share their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a
variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance,
role-play, and design and technology.
Exploring and using media and materials: our
children sing lots of songs, enjoy creating music and
dance, and experimenting with numerous ways of
changing them. We focus on teaching the children to
safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools
and techniques, experimenting with colour, design,
texture, form and function, through for
example our regular Finger Gym, Messy
Play and Danger Dads sessions. We shall
also be creating our own, Treasure Maps,
inspired by pirate treasure inspired tales.
Being imaginative: We support and encourage the
children to use what they have learnt about media
and materials in original ways, thinking about their
uses and purposes. We enjoy supporting the children
to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings
through design and technology, art, music, dance,
role-play and of course through stories.
We believe that opportunities for role-play are so
important for all children which is why at Grafton we
have created two dedicated role-play areas. Our
smaller inside ‘Home Corner’ under the stairs and of
course our large ‘Kid’s Shed’ in the top of the
playground which we can transform so that it links in
specifically to each topic. We have just transformed
our ‘Kid’s Shed’, into our Ship’s Galley Kitchen, with
all of the necessary props you would expect to find.
Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com
Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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Speaking
This week we shall be using,
our collection of Pirate
Stories as inspiration to
support developing the
children’s speaking skills
so they will in time
flourish and blossom
with the skills to express
themselves effectively,
whilst showing the
awareness of their
listeners’ needs. They will
grow in confidence to
accurately use past, present
and future forms accurately
when talking about events
during our daily ‘Circle Time’
sessions and whilst engaging in
numerous, ‘Small World RolePlay’ sessions using our
Treasure Baskets,
Wooden & Plastic Sea
Creatures etc
Gary has planned some
invitations to play with
our Pirate Duplo and
Treasure in our Sand.
During all of which they
will be given the
opportunity to retell some
of our Pirate & Mermaid
stories in their own words.
In the front gardens we will
be enjoying roleplaying with
our giant treasure chest and
the hidden treasure, possibly
using our telescopes to find it.
Natasha has planned some
Pirate and Mermaid
inspired cookie
baking, we can’t wait
to taste them, lets
hope they don’t contain
any weevils!

Communication and
Language Development

Listening and Attention; Understanding; Speaking:
Communication and Language development here
at Grafton involves giving our children lots of
opportunities to experience a rich language
environment; to develop their confidence and
skills in expressing themselves; and to speak
and listen in a whole range of
situations.kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkj
Listening and attention: throughout our
children’s time at Grafton we will be actively
developing their skills so that they are able to
listen attentively in a range of situations. The
children are given daily opportunities to listen to
stories, songs and rhymes. As they become familiar
with popular stories linked to our topics they will
develop the skills to accurately anticipate some of the
key events and respond to what they hear with
relevant comments, questions or actions. They will
also be developing the ability to give their
attention to what others say and respond
appropriately, while engaged in other activities,
these are all vital skills for ‘school readiness’.
Understanding: as part of the Communication and
Language aspect of Understanding we will be
supporting the children so that they can start to
develop the skills needed to follow instructions
involving several ideas or actions. So that in time they
will be able to confidently answer ‘how’ and ‘why’
questions about their experiences and in response to
stories or events. Parents can support their children to
develop these skills by remembering to support their
children during our daily, ‘Circle Time’ sessions when
th
the children share their ‘Wow Card’s, ‘Phonics Pots’ and
any exciting ‘News’ from home e.g. you may have
emailed a photo to Denise of your child enjoying some
pirate high jinks, childish buffoonery and mischievous
mermaid shenanigans. These are all things your child
will enjoy talking about and being questioned about by
their peers. If they are able to bring in a Photo,
Certificate or Artefact which is in some way linked to
our Pirates and Mermaids topic, well that would be just
wonderful. kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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Physical Development

Health and Self-care:
We help to reinforce the
children’s knowledge of the
importance for them to
maintain good health and the
need to engage in lots of
regular physical exercise, whilst
having a healthy diet, by talking
about ways for them to be
healthy and safe.
We encourage all of the
children to manage their own
basic hygiene and personal
needs successfully, including
dressing and going to the toilet
independently. For example by
practising our regular throwing
and catching games with our
range of balls and beanbags
your children will be developing
the muscles and skills they need
to be able to wipe
themselves
cor r ect ly
a f
t e r
toileting.
We teach the
children a neat
trick so that they can put their
own coats on themselves once
they are two years old. Ask
your child to show you
‘Grafton’s Coat Trick’!
We practice lots of ‘Finger Gym
Activities’, Gary and Lara are
regularly coming up with cunning
new plans, such as learning to
correctly hold and use our
sci ssor s whi ch helps
t o strengthen and develop
the muscles the children will
need for a secure pencil grip.
This is yet another vital
skill for ‘school readiness’.
S

o

a

Moving and Handling;
Health and self-care:
We support the children’s Physical Development here at
Grafton Childcare by providing lots of opportunities for
all of our children to be active and interactive; and to
develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. We
also strive to help them to understand the importance
of physical activity, and why they should try to make
healthy choices in relation to food. Our weekly Tatty
Bumpkin Yoga Sessions help to reinforce our message.
Moving and Handling:
To support the children to gain good control and coordination in large and small movements and to develop
their ability to move confidently in a range of ways,
whilst safely negotiating spaces. We shall be setting
out some of our huge obstacle courses in the
playground. But this week they will have a Pirate theme
using our Community Playthings Blocks and Planks and
our new mini Go Cart Tires as extra materials for our
Pirates Ships complete with Planks for walking off!
To support the children’s developing ability to handle
various pieces of equipment and tools effectively,
including pencils for writing we have planned an
assortment of activities using our knifes, to cut up
their fruit and lemon squeezers for our fresh fruit
smoothies and rollers and garlic presses in some of our
Finger Gym activities with our play dough. Please read
the planning on our weekly blog for more details of
individual activities we hope to complete.
Tatty Bumpkin Yoga Classes Inspired by Children:
The Preschoolers are continuing to enjoy our Summer
Term Yoga classes in July & August these will now be on
a Wednesday morning to give another cohort of
children a chance to enjoy our weekly sessions. The
cost of these classes are 100% covered by parents
existing ‘Additional Services and Consumables Charges’
so there will be no additional fees to pay for
those children who will be taking part. Please
remember to send your children to Grafton
Childcare in suitable clothing so that they
are able to join in fully with all of our
physical activities. e.g. No dungarees, or
thick and chunky clothing, they need to be
able to move freely, thank you.

Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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Stay Play & Chat 7th July
Remember we will be holding our
Stay, Play & Chat on Saturday
7th July between 10.00 am 12.00 pm.
As in previous years we are
offering Parents the opportunity
to 'Stay, Play and Chat'. Please
feel free to pop along during the
morning with your child at any
point between 10.00 am - 12.00
pm.
This will be a chance for our
existing parents to come along to
view and explore Grafton's
various areas and resources
which we have available and learn
a little more about, The Curiosity
Approach and how we are using it
here at Grafton Childcare.
Parent's will also have the
opportunity to access their
child's Learning Journal and talk
to their Key Worker or Buddies,
throughout the morning.
Tea , Squash & Cake will be
available but sadly no parking as
we will have our playground and
kid's shed set up for the children
to use.
We will have our Community
Playthings Water Outlast Water
Play System set up for the
children and parents to enjoy and
explore, so you may wish to bring
along a change of clothes for
your children!

Parent Parking at Grafton

When dropping off or collecting
your child it is really important
that you ALWAYS enter
Northernhay (the access road at
the rear of Grafton Childcare)
via Mount Pleasant Road. So that
you can pull onto the Playground
and then drive out and down
Albion Hill. If all parents stick to
our One Way System it will help
ease congestion. Please
remember to turn off your
engine and not to leave your car
running, thank you.
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Personal, Social and
Emotional Development
Self-confidence & Self-awareness: Managing Feelings &
Behaviour: Making Relationships:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development here at
Grafton Childcare involves our helping the children to
develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to
form positive relationships and develop respect for
others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage
their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in
groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.
These skills will also develop their ‘School Readiness’.
Self-confidence and Self-awareness: We shall be
supporting the children so they are able to gain the
confidence to try new activities, and say why they like
some activities more than others. During our regular
‘Circle Time’ sessions we support their developing
confidence to speak in familiar groups, to talk about
their ideas, and give them the confidence to choose the
resources they need for their chosen activities. But
most importantly we give them the confidence to let us
know when they do or don’t need help. This week we will
be using our Animal Soundtrack Game, Puzzles and Play
Dough with our sticks and pebbles, as well as our ‘Ship’s
Galley Kitchen’ in the Kid’s Shed’ providing lots of
‘Pirate’ role-play opportunities to support these skills.
Managing Feelings and Behaviour: We will be enjoying
of course our various Pirate and Mermaid inspired
stories from our vast collection to encourage the
children to talk about how they and others show
feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour,
and its consequences, and know that sometimes some
behaviour is unacceptable.
During their time at Grafton Childcare the children are
provided with many opportunities to work as part of a
small group, and learn to understand and follow rules.
Over time they will learn to adjust their behaviour to
different situations, and take changes of routine in
their stride. For example learning to take turns with
some of our pieces of equipment, toys and learning that
they need to treat some equipment gently. e.g. This
week the children will be using our real glass nuggets
and pieces of costume jewellery as treasure to develop
their sharing and turn taking skills.
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13th August - 17th August 2018

Extra Sessions in August
Would you like to book any extra
sessions between the 23rd July
and 24th August and take
advantage of our Summer Special
of only £30 for one days Quality
Childcare, for a max of 10 hours.
These must be extra days on top
of your normal contracted days
and booked and paid for a
minimum of seven days in
advance.
We have a limited number of
days available during the
Summer, so book
now to
guarantee any Extra Summer
Sessions for your child.

Reading

So not surprisingly as our
developmental focus this week is
on Literacy we will be enjoying
lots of opportunities to read
some of our Pirate and Mermaid
inspired stories including ‘The
Pirates Next Door’ and ‘The
Singing Mermaid’. We will be
exploring these using our
Happlyland and Dulpo Pirate Sets
animals and our, ‘temporary‘
pirate ship on our decking in the
front gardens to help
bring these stories to
life.

Writing

Which is the second aspect
of the Literacy developmental
area includes lots of opportunities
for the children to take part in
mark making with our large chunky
stencils and water painting both
outside, as well as creating their
own ‘Pirate Treasure Maps’.
We will be noticing and encouraging
the marks children make and the
meanings that they give to them,
such as when a child uses our
rollers, brushes and chalk to mark
make. As well as talking to the
children about the letters that
represent the sounds they hear at
the beginning of their own names
and other familiar words and
demonstrating writing so that
children can see spelling in action.

Literacy Development
Reading & Writing:

Literacy Development here at Grafton involves
encouraging our children to link sounds and letters
and to begin to read and write. We use a combination
of the DofE’s Phases 1 and 2 ‘Letters and Sounds’ as
well as the ‘Jolly Phonics’ systems. Both of which are
used by most of the Primary schools into which our
children feed. Our children are provided with access
to a very wide range of reading materials such as
books and poems, to ignite their interest, including
our 200 Going Home Book Bags.
Letters and Sounds: Phase 1 falls largely within the
Communication and Language and Literacy areas of
learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
In particular, it supports linking sounds and letters in
the order in which they occur in words, and naming
and sounding the letters of the alphabet. It also
draws on and promotes other areas of learning
described in the (EYFS), particularly Personal, Social
and Emotional Development and Creative
Development, where, for example, music plays a key
part in developing children’s language.
We carry out lots of short focused activities with
our 2, 3 and 4 year olds which are mainly adult-led
with the intention of teaching the important basic
elements of the Letters and Sounds programme
such as oral segmenting and blending of familiar
words. However, we will also draw upon many of
the child led activities that are provided here at
Grafton. With the aim to embed the Phase 1 adultled activities in a language-rich provision that serves
the best interests of the children by fully
recognising their propensity for play based learning
and its importance in their development. It follows
that Grafton’s high quality play activities offer lots
of opportunities to enrich the children’s language
across the (EYFS) and that staff need to be alert to
the opportunities afforded for language development
through the children’s play based learning.
j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j j
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Ofsted Inspection
We had our Ofsted inspection on
the 19th June after a wait of
five years and three months
since our previous inspection.
Although we know the result, at
the time of printing this
newsletter it is yet to be
published.
We are expecting it to be
published by the 10th July, as
they are normally published
within 21 days. We have seen the
draft which we have approved, so
watch this space. As soon as it is
we will let parents know.

Shape, Space &
Measure
This week we shall be
demonstrating and encouraging
the children to use everyday
language to talk about size,
weight, capacity, position,
distance, time and money to
compare quantities and objects
and to solve problems sneakily
linked to our Pirates and
Mermaids Topic. We will be
encouraging the children to
recognise, create and describe
patterns as they play with our
set of Duplo Pirates.
Gary will be providing the
children
with
opportunities to
explore
the
characteristics of
everyday objects
and shapes and use
mathematical
language to describe
them during this
sensory and messy play
activities which will
include lots of ‘Hidden
Treasure’ within our
lentils as well as lots of
sorting opportunities
with our Doubloons.

Mathematics Development
Numbers; Shape, Space and Measure:

Mathematics Development here at Grafton involves
giving the children numerous opportunities to develop
and improve their skills in counting, understanding
and using numbers, calculating simple addition and
subtraction problems; and to describe shapes,
spaces, and measures.
Numbers: To support the development of this aspect
of mathematics we will provide opportunities and
activities both adult and child led where the children
can develop their counting skills with numbers from 1
to 30 and higher for the more able.
So this week we will be using some of our Orchard
Toys games and puzzles, such as Walk the Plank,
Pirate Race Game, Pirate Shapes and Pirate Snakes
and Ladders and Ludo to link in with our Pirates and
Mermaids Topic. The children will also be using our
Number Tiles to explore number. We will be
supporting the children to place them in preset
orders and expressing which number is one more or
one less than a given number. By using quantities and
objects, they will begin to develop the skills to add
and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on
or back to find the answers they are looking for.
To further support activities like this, we shall be
introducing our Number Tiles as well as our Octons
to help develop early numeracy skills such as
counting, sorting their ‘treasure’, patterning as well
as problem solving skills, including doubling, halving
and quartering, whilst they attempt to create 3D
designs with the Octons.
The Curiosity Approach
As part of our introduction to The Curiosity
Approach , the children will be introduced to
some real artifacts to help bring our role-play areas
to life as we are moving away from ‘Plastic Fantastic’
her
here at Grafton Childcare e.g. We have two giant
treasure chests filled with brass plates, cups,
trophies, tankards and teapots etc, which the
children will be able to explore and use to
support their role-play. One is situated up in
the Kid's Shed and the other our front
gardens.

in

Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle:
Since our June newsletter we
have been thinking about how
we can reduce, reuse and
recycle here at Grafton
Childcare as part of our
Ethical Philosophy.
We have been thinking about
how we can cut out more of
the single use plastic products
we have used for years and
this month we have been
focusing on our cleaning products.

We have discovered the
company Bio-D who are an
independent, family-owned,
ethically motivated company,
dedicated to promoting the
use of hypoallergenic,
environmentally responsible
detergents that have a
minimum impact on the
ecosystem both in their use
and manufacture. Where
possible, all their raw
materials are plant-derived
and are obtained from
renewable sources.
With Bio-D non of their
products are tested on
animals and all their raw
materials are free from
genetically modified
ingredients; animal byproducts and the company is
subject to scrutiny and
approval by The Vegan
Society, Naturewatch
Trust, BUAV and The World
Wildlife Foundation, phew!
Continued overleaf………………
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Our Ethical Philosophy

Here at Grafton Childcare we’ve made it our mission to
make good choices when it comes to our shopping, we
source products from all over the world, that hold the
ethical credentials which we know are important to the
Grafton Childcare Team, our customers, parents and
most importantly the children we care for.
As a parent you may be new to the idea of ethicallyconscious buying or you're very passionate about a
whole range of ethical issues that affect what you buy,
those values are personal to you. We want you to be
assured that the childcare setting you have chosen for
your children shares those same ideals.
Why We Do What We Do
Here at Grafton Childcare we are striving to do our bit
to protect our planet, and are constantly making
efforts to find eco-friendly alternatives to everyday
items we use and purchase such as our staff uniforms,
foods, toys, equipment, resources and cleaners that do
as little harm to the environment as possible. As part
of our original commitment back in January 2018 to cut
out the use of single use plastic products here following
the BBC’s Blue Planet programme.
To help farmers and small businesses primarily in
developing countries we try to purchase a minimum of
50% of fairly traded goods, guaranteeing fair prices at
every stage of the supply chain so that our Staff,
Parents and Children can feel good knowing not a single
person has been exploited in the production process,
and in fact fair prices are helping to alleviate poverty.
We also look closer to home, to UK based brands that
have been made right here in Britain utilising local
resources and cutting carbon emissions, plastics and
unnecessary packaging and imports.
And most importantly we do what we do to inspire our
children to live life to the full, promoting a healthy
lifestyle, encouraging our children to enjoy the
beautiful world around us and letting you rest easy
knowing we believe you’ve made the most positive
choices for your children and our planet, by choosing
Grafton Childcare to provide your childcare needs.
So in each edition of our Grafton Newsletter we
will share with you the ethical choices we make
and how it will impact and effect the day to day
running of Grafton Childcare.
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The Curiosity Approach™
As part of our commitment to
achieve The Curiosity
Approach accreditation we
have been thinking and
reflecting about how we
support schematic learning or
simply schemas here at
Grafton.
Schemas repeat, it will be
noticeable as it crops up again
and again, throughout the
child’s day. Look for repeated
patterns in play, language and
mark making. While working
on schemas children often
seem fascinated; they
concentrate and are deeply
engaged showing the high
levels of involvement and wellbeing (Laevers 2003) that we
know to be so important in
learning.
But to adults, schemas may
seem obsessive and
sometimes baffling there are
many forms of schemas…..
Trajectory; Transforming;
Connection, Rotation;
Positioning; Orientation;
Envelopment; Enclosure/
Containing; and last but by no
means least Transporting.
We shall be putting together
a new display in the
conservatory showing some
evidence of schematic
learning please take a look and
read our planned detailed
Facebook posts during July
and August.
With thanks to, The Curiosity
Approach™ for allowing us to
adapt a snippet which was
originally published in the,
'Curious Magazine' about
'Schemas'.
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Continued from the previous page……
BioD make a huge range of products and we are
currently testing the following items:Their Concentrated Floor Cleaner with Linseed Soap Multi floor cleaner that can be used on an array of
surfaces including wood, vinyl, paintwork, laminate and
ceramic tiles. , replacing our Flash cleaner.
Concentrated Washing Up Liquid - a concentrated low
foam washing up liquid which is tough on those stubborn
burnt on stains yet gentle on hands, replacing our Fairy
liquid.
Concentrated Lavender Fabric Conditioner - a
versatile concentrated Fabric Conditioner using
essential oils to leave clothes soft static-free and
delicately fragranced, replacing our Lenor.
Nappy Fresh - a hypoallergenic enzyme free perfume
free biodegradable and contains no chlorine bleach. We
are using it as a gentle antibacterial and germicidal
machine wash nappy sanitizer, replacing Daz.
Ecozone Soap Nuts - an economical and effective
alternative to laundry detergent, replacing Persil.
Faith in Nature Bars of Hand Soap - we are trialing
various blends including Aloe Vera, Tea Tree and
Orange, replacing Sainsburys Liquid Soap.
Simply Gentle Organic Cotton Buds & Paper Stalks used for various craft and finger gym activities,
replacing ones from Poundland.
2.5 kg Powder Paint Tubs in various colours - This is
Wheat and gluten free, economical and versatile, as we
just mix with water until we get the
desired consistency. Each 2.5kg tub makes up to 20
litres of paint, replacing 4 x 5 litre bottles of ready
mixed paint.
Obviously we are testing all of these products so it is
early days, but the initial results seem very promising,
we will keep you posted on how we get on.

Web: www.graftonchildcare.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraftonChildcare
Blog: www.graftonchildcare.wordpress.com Email: denise@graftonchildcare.co.uk
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Grafton Childcare’s Short Term Topics & Themes
Summer Term (4)
Pirate and Mermaids
2 July
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August Teignmouth Trip

End of Summer Term

Mon. 27th August - Fri. 31st August Grafton Childcare will be closed for our Summer Holiday and will reopen on
Monday 3rd September 2018 for the beginning of our Autumn Term.

Harry & the Bucket Full of Dinosaurs
3 September
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Percy and the Park Keeper
1 October
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1 November
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Room on the Broom
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Aliens Love Underpants
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